OWLTC TENNIS CLUB – REPORT TO OWA AGM 2021

Like everything else, tennis has been affected by the pandemic.  Unlike other sports, however, tennis has seen a considerable surge in interest and new members as a result.  Our membership now stands at 670 – an all-time high.

We gave our members a 25% reduction in their fees when they renewed membership at April 2021 to recognise time lost through the pandemic. Many people offered to donate that back to the club – which spawned the idea of a crowdfunding campaign. That was a new adventure and we raised around £4,400 including £1,500 from Sport England. We will use that to improve our access path to cater for a more inclusive set of members – those with various abilities and restrictions all need to access our courts.  We have just started our first dedicated SEN groups at the request of players.  Diversity and inclusion has never had a higher profile than at present. And the need to improve our access path is becoming urgent. Hopefully work will have started by the time of the meeting.

We have spent a lot of money in recent months – converting the 2 tarmac courts to carpet at a cost of £35,000 and completing the work to add  proper nets and posts and new floodlights to the netball court – our cost was £18,000. All of that expenditure was necessary in order to cater for the larger membership numbers. We cannot be far away from needing to re-carpet courts 1-4 which are now 11 years old so we are working hard to ensure we can afford that when the time comes.

Our league teams – adults and children - have had a fairly average summer season (we lost all of last winter season to covid)  with our Men’s 2 gaining promotion, and our ladies and mixed teams doing well too. Some of our youngsters are now doing amazing things at county level and even at national level. This is a whole new world for the club. 

The club remains very vibrant. We have some delightful new members and some have rapidly become volunteers – a very welcome addition to the “workforce”. We need to secure the succession for longstanding Committee members and also sort out our content on the website – which in parts is very stale. My first job for the coming months….

A highlight was winning the Kent Tennis award for Competition of the Year, and going on to win the South East & London regional award and being in the last 5 at the LTA national awards.
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